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Sir/Madam: 

These remarks are being submitted concurrently with the filing of a Request for 
Continued Examination ("RCE") and an Information Disclosure Statement ("IDS"). 

Applicants have submitted the RCE to permit consideration of the EDS and 
accompanying documents. The accompanying documents represent the Interlocutory 
Decision of the Opposition Division based upon the Opposition Proceeding in the European 
Patent Office (EPO) for corresponding European Patent No. 0933995 (European Patent 
Application No. 97940974.5). Applicants note that references discussed in the Interlocutory 
Decision have been considered by the Examiner (see IDS submitted on October 16, 2007). 

Applicants respectfully request consideration of the Interlocutory Decision, and 
Applicants respectfully submit that the pending claims are patentable at least in view of the 
reasons previously made of record and further in view of the Examiner's previous 
consideration of the references relied upon in the Interlocutory Decision. 
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